
“Pastor’s Letter” continued on p. 2 

The Partner 
“Great Adventure!” 

“And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am      
making all things new.” — Revelation 21:5 

“Saddle up your horses. We’ve got a trail to blaze through the wild blue yonder 
of God’s amazing grace.” — from “Great Adventure” by Stephen Curtis Chapman 

 

As I share my September message with you, I am reminded once again 
that with summer drawing to a close, that’s right, Advent and Christmas 
are just around the corner. Now don’t worry, I’m not sending my   
Christmas message yet.  You have to wait until December for that. 

For this message, I thought about Advent, because Advent is about 
awaiting and getting excited about Jesus’ Coming! That’s why we find 
the word advent in “adventure.” What makes an adventure an            
adventure is that we don’t fully know yet what is coming! An adventure 
is an exciting experience, because of what’s coming. We know some of 
what’s coming when we embark on an adventure, but we don’t know all 
that’s coming. There’s going to be something new that comes from an 
adventure, and it’s the new and unexpected stuff that often makes it a 
Great Adventure! 

While we have gotten some rest and refreshment this summer at John 
Wesley, we have also stayed busy keeping ministry and mission going, 
and we have done a lot of valuable work to get ourselves more focused 
and organized. We enter the Fall with renewed clarity about our        
priorities and how we will focus our ministry. As a result, we have a 
good idea about what’s ahead for us this year. So we have an idea of 
what’s coming. Some of it, that is! 

We know that we are focused on growing our worship experience so 
that it grows in vibrancy. 

We are focused on growing our new Wednesday Night Alive ministry. 

We are focused on providing valuable outreach and connection with our 
community through weekly ministry like Lunches with Love and also 
through community traditions like the Mummers’ Parade! 

We are focused on filling our beautiful spaces with ministry aligned with 
our mission. 

And related to all these, we are focused on much, much more! 

JOHN WESLEY 
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“Pastor’s Letter” continued from p. 1 

We have plans and strategies for what all of this will look like, and that’s good. 

What is exciting is that God will use our plans to turn it all into what He wants it to 
look like! 

What excites me so much is all YOUR faithfulness that has gone into it and will still 
go into it. 

I am excited about what God will do with it. I am excited about how Jesus will shepherd it. 

I am excited about how Jesus is going to come and enter into it! 

I am excited about how Jesus’ Advent will make it a Great Adventure! 

It is exciting to wonder about what Jesus will add to it and how Jesus will grow it! 

It is exciting to wonder about how Jesus will make all these things new! 

Thank you so much for your part. 

Saddle up! We have a trail to blaze! ... with God’s Amazing Grace! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 

     Pastor Doug 
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“WEDNESDAY NIGHT ALIVE” IS BACK! 
 

We are excited to announce that Wednesday Night Alive (WNA) is back 

for its first full year! After its successful trial run last year, WNA is back 

for its rich weekly offerings of fellowship, worship, and enrichment. It’s 

a family night for all ages. 

We will gather on Wednesday evenings in our Social Hall at 6:00 pm 

starting this month on September 10th. We will begin with a meal at 6 

pm, continue with worship at 6:30, and then at 7 will offer an            

expanded menu of small group options for all ages. Small group options will include Bible Study, 

games in the Social Hall, meditation, and workshops on a range of topics and how-to’s. 

Worship will be informal and welcome a variety of musicians to lead us in a rich variety of          

expressions to draw us ever closer to God! 

We are hopeful about WNA being a Family Fun Night full of connection and empowerment for us 

all! Please join us! 
 

Schedule for September 

Meals: 

 Sept 10: Janessa 

 Sept 17: Joanna 

 Sept 24: Chapin 

7 pm options throughout the month: 

 HLW Study - “Slow Down to the Speed of Joy” 

 Contemplative Prayer with Stephen Pompa 

 “Hip Hop and Jesus” with Tony Williams 

 Games in the Social Hall 

 Young Adult Group 



Page 3 

CONNECTING FROM THE SHARING TEAM 
Sharing Team met in August. 

 During the month of August on Saturday afternoons, John Wesley 

hosted a Cooling Station in our Social Hall, to include bottled water  

and fellowship. 

 An ice cream social was enjoyed, following the UMW (now United 

Women in Faith) Sunday service on August 24. 

 Choir Rehearsals, Wednesday Night Alive, Wednesday HLW Study   

or Thursday Zoom will resume in September. See additional articles   

in this month’s newsletter for details. 

 Coffee Fellowship will resume on September 14, the second Sunday of the month. 

 Sunday, September 14 is the annual church picnic at Marty Snook (Halfway) Park, 

Pavilion 4. It’s not too late to sign up. Reservations are due by September 9. Find 

detailed information elsewhere in this newsletter, including the sign-up form. Plan to 

join us! 

 Micah’s Backpacks will be starting another busy year. Volunteers are needed to 

help pack and deliver. See Deb Markell if you are able to help. 

 Lunches with Love continues to operate on Sundays. Janessa is currently preparing 

and delivering about 60 lunches each week. She could use some volunteer help  

after church. Food and monetary donations are also always needed. 

 Mummers’ Parade is right around the corner. The Youth Group will begin working 

on plans for this year’s event. 

 The Houses of Worship Tour will be back on the schedule this year. John Wesley 

will once again be participating. 

The next scheduled Sharing Team meeting will be on Monday, September 8 at 7:00 pm via Zoom, 

when we will be discussing upcoming fall events. If you would like to join us, contact Barb or Greg 

or the church office if you need the link. 

Blessings,  

Barb & Greg Hoover 

 

Attendance & Offering Report 
Date          In-person      Online          Total           Total Offering 

July 27     32    2  34         $ 2,175.20 

August 3    35    1  36  1,345.24 

August 10    35    2  37  1,354.54 

August 17    35    1  36  1,685.20 

August 24    41    2  43     855.20 
 

                                                 ~ Blessings,   Sheila & Sherry 



 

 

Sunday, September 14 

Marty Snook/Halfway Park  

Pavilion #4 

The picnic is being held on Sunday, September 14 at Marty Snook Halfway Park. It will be 

in Pavilion #4 again this year. Pavilion #4 is the last pavilion back (and easily accessed off 

of Bower Avenue, if you’re coming from that direction). There is parking right there by the 

pavilion, the area is pretty flat. There is also playground equipment at that pavilion. 

The committee is starting to work on plans, but the time will be 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm, as in 

the past. We plan to have chicken again and some special cool treats from the Christ 

Cream truck after the meal. Some vespers and hymns, and as always, fun and games 

and good fellowship. 

Chicken, drinks, and place settings will be provided. Bring a dish to share. 

If you would be willing to help with the picnic, or provide a Bingo prize, please see Barb or 

Greg Hoover. Additional details will be out closer to the date. 

Please let us know if you are planning to attend. We are going to try to accommodate your 

choice of chicken pieces. So complete the form below or call the church office.               

Reservations are due by Tuesday, September 9. 

    ~ Your Family Life Committee ~ 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!  DON’T FORGET TO WEAR YOUR JOHN WESLEY T-SHIRT. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

JWUMC CHURCH PICNIC – Sunday, September 14 

2:00 - 5:00 pm – Marty Snook/Halfway Park – Pavilion #4 

Chicken, drinks, and place settings provided – Bring a Dish to share 

Name:  __________________________________________________________ 

No. Adults:  _________ 

Children’s names and ages:  _________________________________________  

Please note your Fried Chicken preference: 

______ Breast       ______ Wings (2)     ______ Thigh      ______ Leg 

SAVE THE DATE!   
JOHN WESLEY CHURCH PICNIC 
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NEWS FROM MICAH’S BACKPACK 
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Welcome to the 2025/2026 School Year 

We are delighted to begin another school year with the continued   

support of our dedicated volunteers. Thank you to everyone who has 

already committed to helping with Micah’s Backpacks this year. If you 

are still Prayerfully considering volunteering, we warmly invite you to 

join us—your help remains greatly needed. 

Our first food bank order of the year will arrive on September 11. This delivery consists of 

80 cases of food, which will be sufficient for packing bags through mid-December. We  

anticipate receiving our second food bank order in mid-December which will carry us 

through to Mid-March. 

The initial backpacks will be sent out to schools on Thursday, September 18. Starting that 

week and continuing every week until the end of May, we will be delivering 20 bags to 

Ruth Ann Monroe, ensuring consistent support for students in need. 

Thank You All for your continued support of this mission project! 

Blessings, 

Wilson Wright Circle I 

 

Our prayers and sympathy  

are extended to  

the family and friends of 
 

Sam Murray 
who passed away on 

July 24, 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Our prayers are extended to:  
 

 Nora Grayce — a 2-year-old child 

who had stem cell transplant on  

August 27 

 Greg Hoover — awaiting hip      

surgery on October 23 

 Families of Bob Heck, Jim Wagner, 

and George Stone  



WEDNESDAYS HEAVENLY LIVING WORKSHOP 
 

We have an opportunity to engage in a 4-week in-person/Zoom 

discussion each Wednesday evening as part of Wednesday Night 

Alive from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm beginning September 10. 

(Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526  Passcode: 404756 Phone: 1-301-

715-8592)  Please join us!!!  

“Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy: The Simple Art of       

Taking Back Your Life”  by Matthew Kelly 

Matthew Kelly spent thirty years rushing from one thing to the next. Leaving one thing 

early, arriving at the next thing late, squeezing as much as was inhumanely possible into 

each day—always striving for more, better, and faster. 

But then something changed. 

Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy is a deeply personal book. It provides a rare and      

intimate look at the author’s own struggles with busy and urgent. By revealing his own 

vulnerabilities, Kelly provides us with the practical insights and timeless wisdom          

necessary to banish busy and urgent from our own lives. 

Slowing Down to the Speed of Joy is not just a book. It is a way of life. It will quite simply 

and in every way imaginable change your life. 
 

Session titles: 

1. Beyond The Joyless Urgency – September 10 

2. Human Flourishing – September 17 

3. The One Thing – September 24 

4. The Secret of Life – October 1 
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The Wesleyan Class meets at 9:00 on Sunday morning in the Wesleyan Room.  

We have a short devotion, a prayer and two hymns.  We are currently using the 

Cokesbury Adult Bible Studies curriculum for our lessons.  We have also         

occasionally put the curriculum aside for something a little different in order to 

share thoughts and discussion.  We would welcome anyone who would like to teach on occasion.  

There is a Teacher guide book that accompanies each lesson. 

We invite, and would love for you to also come and join us on a Sunday morning! Our fall session 

will begin on September 7. 

Blessings to you.  

WESLEYAN CLASS SUNDAY SCHOOL 



We have an opportunity to engage in a 5-week Zoom discussion 

(Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526  Passcode: 404756  Phone: 1-301-

715-8592) each Thursday afternoon from 2:30 pm until 3:30 

pm. beginning September 11.   Please join us!!!! 

“No Regrets – The Fourth Quarter of Your Life”  

by Allen Hunt & Matthew Kelly  
 

"I want to live the rest of my life with no regrets. And I am sure 

gonna try to figure out how. Just as she is turning 60, a life-altering event brings Lisa 

face to face with this startling realization. The mother of three beautiful children, 

grandmother to a sweet newborn grandson, a woman with close friends and plenty of 

activities to keep her busy, Lisa thought she was satisfied with her ordinary life. But 

now she just cannot shake the feeling that something is missing. Determined to die 

with no regrets, Lisa launches into a powerful journey to make the most of the fourth 

and final quarter of her life. Along the way, she enlists the help of Anthony, the     

happiest 97-year-old she has ever met, encounters a nun who sparks a soul-stirring 

experience, and discovers in herself greater strength than she knew she possessed.” 

A captivating and groundbreaking fable, No Regrets is the only book out there that 

provides a roadmap for how to make the most of the final season of life. If you, like 

Lisa, are searching for greater meaning in your life, then join authors Allen Hunt and 

Matthew Kelly as they reveal five incredible secrets to living intentionally and making 

the most of your own fourth quarter. No matter what quarter of life you find yourself 

in, you will be inspired, moved, and encouraged to make the most of the one life 

you've been given.  The companion workbook, “The Fourth Quarter of Your Life:  

Embracing What Matters Most,” offers great ideas on how to live purposely. 

 Discussion Topics: 

1. Say Yes to God – September 11 

2. Focus on a Fourth Quarter Virtue – September 18 

3. Give. It. Away – September 25 

4. Forgive. Often – October 2 

5. Be Open to Life – October 9 

THURSDAY ZOOM STUDY 
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MY THOUGHTS — A PEEK INSIDE 
It’s that time when Karen reminds me that she is working on the newsletter 

and asks me if I have something to contribute. To be honest, I’m not sure 

what else God is asking me to do. 

I’ve been at John Wesley now for seven months working diligently with your 

Leadership Team to define Missional Alignment. The Leadership Team has made great strides 

as a Team; but, the challenges are the same. According to the 213 Report, John Wesley is a 

downtown church, with an aging congregation that is currently not able to meet their monthly   

expenses through envelope giving. These facts have not changed and I don’t think any of us   

expect they will magically disappear unless we face the facts and make tough decisions that   

reflect our desire to be a church that transforms lives. 

The Baltimore-Washington Conference has challenged each church to: 

“Make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

That’s a pretty tall order. But what if EVERY CHURCH in Hagerstown believed this… lived this…

and acted in ways that made this a reality? 

Jesus said the poor will be with you always. He also said that we should care for the least, the 

last and the lost. But how does an aging congregation do that? 

First, we can all welcome the stranger. Make a point to say Good Morning to someone across 

the aisle that you don’t know. Hospitality is a spiritual gift. Our traditional greeting during the 

Passing of the Peace is: “The Peace of God be with you! And also with you!” Imagine someone 

not feeling the peace of God that morning. You have the power to give it. 

Second, we can all give generously back a portion to the church what God has so generously 

given to us. Everything we have comes from God. We don’t own a thing that God hasn’t         

provided. If we truly are thankful, then we will want to show God our appreciation by being     

generous. 

Third, we can all offer forgiveness. Envision a church where grudges are laid at the altar and 

amends are made so that we are all working together to transform this small corner of God’s 

world. The hymn “They will know we are Christians by our Love” says it best, but if you prefer a  

scripture, read again, I Corinthian 13:1-13. 

Finally, we can all pray for this church and the folks who lead it. Continue to hold the Leadership 

Team in your prayers as they wrestle with many issues. 

There are challenges for sure at John Wesley; but the scriptures are full of hope for the righteous 

who believe in the miracles of God.  Elisabeth and Mary both experienced the power of God in 

Luke 1:37 which states:  “For with God, nothing shall be impossible. 

Many Blessings! 

Cindy Reeder, Church Vitality Consultant 
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HAGERSTOWN’S MUMMERS’ PARADE 
 

Save the date — October 25!   

We will be reserving seats to view 

the Mummers’ Parade again this 

year. The Youth will be selling all 

kinds of yummy concessions. So 

plan to join us for this annual 

Hagerstown tradition!  Tickets will go on sale October 1st. 

September is Addiction Awareness Month and it’s time to “go 

purple”! Their mission is to foster open, honest conversations 

that educate youth about the dangers of prescription pill misuse, 

drugs, and alcohol. By equipping them with the knowledge to 

make healthy choices, we empower them to prevent addiction. 

As a community, we are committed to eliminating stigma,        

ensuring that individuals struggling with substance use or mental 

health challenges feel supported and are not afraid to seek help. 

Washington Goes Purple has been working to help educate our 

youth and community about the dangers of prescription pill misuse and other drugs and 

alcohol. Did you know 91 or more people die every day from heroin or prescription   

painkiller overdose? Washington Goes Purple is a substance misuse awareness         

education movement to encourage our community and youth to stand up against       

substance abuse. 

18% of high school students report taking a prescription drug without a prescription and 

perceive fewer risks associated with misusing or abusing prescription stimulants than did 

their peers in 2009. We also know that in areas with high percentages of depression, 

there are high percentages of overdoses. Unfortunately, when an estimated 75-82% of 

heroin users begin with prescription painkillers, it’s time to talk  

honestly to them and help #preventaddiction in the future. 

John Wesley will be participating in some awareness activities.  

Each Sunday in September our bulletin cover will be purple with a 

church-wide “Wear Purple” on Sunday, September 28.  

JOHN WESLEY GOES PURPLE! 
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LUNCHES WITH LOVE MINISTRY 
 

As the cold weather approaches us, there will be a need for additional 

help from 11-12:45 pm. If anyone would like to sign up to volunteer, I just 

ask that you volunteer for a few Sundays in a row so you can learn the 

way LwL does things. Also I would like to spend those Sundays helping 

one person at a time. If you want to sign up, please speak with me. 

LwL is based solely on donations and yes, I do get donations; however, 

we are sharing 60 lunches now instead of the 40 some. We are also   

preparing PBJ sandwiches as extras for our friends in the community. As you can imagine,         

donations don't last as long as they did. If at anytime anyone would like to donate any food items 

already made, pantry staples or monetary donations, I would be more than grateful. As of today, 

we need jelly, bread, flip top sandwich baggies (they are $1.88 @ Walmart for 200) and also large 

size lunch bags (for soups and things in bigger containers). I try not to ask for donations from JW 

because you do provide LwL a full kitchen and storage and that alone is a blessing. 

I have big dreams for LwL, I want to expand, reach more people, feed more people, welcome more 

people to the church. I would like for church members to see and understand the need for my food 

ministry or any food ministry. It takes a village and I would like it if LwL and JW could work together 

and be the village. Every Sunday there is a new face or 5....that just goes to show more people are 

in need and more people are hearing about LwL and what we are about and the "real food" that is 

being made. (I have been told a few times, that they wait for my lunches because I cook like their 

Mom/Grandma. And it gives them a little piece of home.) As I have stated before, I don't turn down 

donations, anything at all is greatly appreciated and I will put it to good use. Some of you all know, 

I can make something out of nothing. Yesterday August 17th, LwL handed out 62 complete     

lunches, 18 PBJ sandwiches (if they ask for extra this is what I give them) and around 15 extra  

waters. All of this costs $0 out of pocket because of the wonderful donations we received. 

A huge thank you to all for allowing me to come into your church and have a food ministry. I'm sure 

it was probably a little more than what some expected, hopefully in a good way. Our work here is 

not done, it's just the beginning and I'm hoping some will want to be a part of the magic we are 

gonna make happen. 

        ~ Janessa 
 

If the JW folks would like to help Lunches with Love, we are always accepting food and 

monetary donations. Perhaps a dessert preparation meeting with the results being given to 

LwL?? A casserole or soup can be frozen, reheated, and distributed. We are currently    

preparing and delivering 60 lunches with a water each Sunday. I help to package the meals 

after church. I help Janessa load up her car and ride along on her route through town to 

distribute the meals. I love being a part of this. I have been working with Janessa this   

summer. Others in our church are invited to participate as well. 

Linda S. 
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A BEAUTIFUL RENEWING OF OUR WEDDING  
      MINISTRY AT JOHN WESLEY UMC 
 

There’s something truly sacred about standing in the sanctuary of 

John Wesley United Methodist Church when the sunlight pours 

through the stained glass and the organ softly hums its first notes. 

For nearly 140 years, this very space has witnessed vows          

exchanged, rings placed, and lifelong journeys begun. Now, we  

are excited to announce a revitalization of our wedding ministry, 

inviting a new generation of couples to begin their marriages 

here—surrounded by beauty, tradition, and the Spirit of God. 

Our sanctuary, completed in 1885, is a masterpiece of Gothic Revival architecture, filled with   

craftsmanship and care that have stood the test of time. From the soaring arched ceilings to the 

warmth of the wood and the glow of radiant stained glass, our space offers a setting that few venues 

can match. The historic M.P. Moller pipe organ, built right here in Hagerstown, our beautiful grand 

piano, and room for stringed or brass instruments offer unparalleled musical richness to elevate any 

ceremony—whether traditional, modern, or somewhere in between. 

But this is about more than aesthetics. — It’s about reviving a meaningful part of our ministry—

opening our doors to couples seeking not just a venue, but a sacred place to anchor their love. As 

we extend this invitation to the wider community, we are also leaning into our heritage and looking 

toward our future. Each wedding held at John Wesley UMC becomes part of our living story and 

helps support the stewardship of our historic building. 

This is where YOU come in. — We need your help spreading the word! Tell your neighbors, your  

co-workers, your friends’ children, and anyone you know looking for a beautiful, faith-filled space to 

begin their life together. Point them to weddingwire.com or theknot.com and encourage them to 

come see the space for themselves. Whether they choose to use our pastor and musicians or bring 

their own, we welcome all who desire to begin their marriage in a space shaped by love, prayer, and 

purpose. 

Let’s celebrate this opportunity as both a ministry and a mission—a way to extend hospitality,      

preserve our church home, and remind the world that sacred beginnings still matter. 

God bless you for being part of what God continues to do through this beautiful church and its    

faithful people. 
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1st:        Church Office Closed 

4th: 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast 

7th:  9:00am, Wesleyan Sunday School Class 

7th:  10:30am, Communion Sunday Worship  

7th: 12:00pm, Lunches with Love 

8th:  7:00pm, Sharing Team 

10th:  5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

10th:  6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

10th:  7:00pm, HLW - “Slow Down” Session #1 

11th:  2:30pm, Zoom Study - “No Regrets” #1 

14th:   9:00am, Wesleyan Sunday School Class 

14th:  10:00am, Coffee Fellowship 

14th:  10:30am, Sunday Worship 

14th: 12:00pm, Lunches with Love  

14th: 2:00pm, Church Picnic 

15th:         Partner Deadline 

15th: 6:30pm, Leadership Team Meeting 

16th: 6:00pm, Wilson Wright Circle 

17th: 10:00am, Susanna Circle 

17th: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

17th: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

17th: 7:00pm, HLW - “Slow Down” Session #2 

18th: 2:30pm, Zoom Study - “No Regrets” #2 

18th: 6:30pm, Property Team 

21st: 9:00am, Wesleyan Sunday School Class 

21st: 10:30am, Sunday Worship 

21st: 12:00pm, Lunches with Love  

24th: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

24th: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

24th: 7:00pm, HLW - “Slow Down” Session #3 

25th: 2:30pm, Zoom Study - “No Regrets” #3 

28th:  9:00am, Wesleyan Sunday School Class 

28th:  10:30am, Sunday Worship 

28th: 12:00pm, Lunches with Love  
 

** Pastor Doug will be at a Financial Leadership Conference   

September 29th through October 1st.  

September Birthday 
 

5th: Francis Brown 

 Erin Moyer 

 Bennett Will 

6th: Carol Divelbiss 

7th: Caitlyn Donley 

8th: Rikker Chapin 

13th:   Sally Divelbiss 

15th: Zachary Kimmel 

17th: Sarah Saunders 

19th: Marcus Peters 

20th: Anna Marschner 

22nd: Rev. Patrick Ricker 

27th: Patricia Eckard 

29th: James McMurtrie 

 Richard McNew 

30th: Judy Peters 

 Amy Rowan 

 Jayson Stone 

 

September Anniversary 
 

1st:  Norris & Barbara Diefenderfer 

1st:  Richard & Betty Willson 

6th:  Butch & Linda Sappington 

8th:   Steve & Kathleen Miles 

11th:  Major & Vangie Osborne 

14th: Pastor Doug & Donna Hoffman 

16th:  Greg & Barb Hoover 

19th:  Wade & Debra Markell 



PUZZLE PAGE 
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129 N. Potomac Street 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301-733-0391 

www.jw-umc.org 

jwumcmd@yahoo.com 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

JOHN WESLEY  UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH  

SEPTEMBER  2025 

 PARTNER 

VISION STATEMENT:  

“We strive to be a Christ Centered Church, advancing the Kingdom of God  

by nurturing and ministering to all peoples.” 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  

“Our Mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ through:  Vibrant Worship, Christian Fellowship,  

Spiritual Growth, Loving Service, and the Sharing of God’s Word.” 


