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'The Partner

Pastor’s Report to 2025 Church Conference
“Generosity to Vitality”

“... give and it shall be given unto you, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over...” — Luke 6:38
| am so pleased with and proud of the generous and active faithfulness
of the John Wesley congregation!

It has been a remarkable year of courageous change and growth. It
has been full of humble and mature self-assessment and evaluation
that included the entire congregation. It has been full of valuable
support from our District Superintendent, our Annual Conference, and
our Vitality Coach, Cindy Reeder.

During and through and as a result of all the self-reflection and
measurement, we have chosen and remained committed to
revitalization, in all its forms. Our choices have been put into action.
Personal Holiness has led to Social Holiness.

During 2025 we have set goals and met goals, to follow up upon our
2024 church vote to commit to revitalization. We have grown our
vitality in 2025!

In January, we began a weekly, mid-week, evening ministry,
"Wednesday Night Alive" (WNA). WNA'’s mission has been to
welcome our congregation and families and individuals from our
community to an evening of fellowship, food, worship, education, and
empowerment. WNA is growing in congregational ownership, scope,
and community participation.

We continue to widen our circle of community partners and friends
who are helping grow our vitality.

We met a new friend, Janessa Chapman, who formerly fed the hungry
in her community out of her kitchen, who has now been using our
commercial kitchen to prepare a hot and hearty lunch for nearly 60
neighbors in and around downtown Hagerstown each and every
Sunday. She has joined our Service Team, which supports and joins

“Pastor’s Letter” continued on p. 2
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“Pastor’s Letter” continued from p. 1 mm&

her as she prepares her "Lunches with Love" (LWL). Our Service Team WW
supervises other outreach throughout the year, including quarterly -
community meals serving 150-200 people, along with other resourcing we /—%2\
provide in collaboration with our outstanding community partners. &\\

Our strong youth ministry these past years has led to the exciting formation T

of a new Young Adult Fellowship. Youth graduating from our youth ministry are the nucleus of this
new group, along with other young adults from our church and more young people that God has
sent our way. Our new WNA ministry last year gave them a weekly platform for their formation. We
are so excited about this new group and are committed to supporting them through their hopeful yet
challenging formative stages.

A most valuable result of all the evaluation and measurement we went through last year, is that we
are growing more missionally aligned each month, with sharper focus and clear priorities. We are
more clear about our assets, unique blessings, and strengths as a church. We are aligning our
mission and our goals around these assets and where they intersect with the strengths and needs
of our community! We do so, realizing that we are a small congregation, who must be realistic
about what we take on.

Our Mission remains to make disciples for Jesus Christ through Vibrant Worship, Christian
Fellowship, Spiritual Growth, Loving Service, and the Sharing of God's Word.

Vibrant Worship will empower our disciple-making through sacred music with rich variety, to bless
the variety all around us! Our Fellowship will look forward to every opportunity to widen and
diversify our current fellowship, including the Mummer's Parade, when we connect with hundreds of
neighbors, either watching the parade from our front steps or getting refreshed at our Concession
Stand. WNA is widening our fellowship! Our Spiritual Growth will now include the growth of young
adults, through their newly forming group! Our Loving Service will be led by our weekly feeding of
60 neighbors, and counting, through LWL! Our Sharing of God’s Word will be led by our weekly,
growing WNA ministry!

Our progress with meeting our goals last year, has led to the sharper focus and clearer goals we
have moving into 2026.

Our 2025 goals were to:

1. Grow ministry that engages our congregation with children and families from
our community.

2. Grow our worship ministry with new worship during WNA.

3. Plan and execute a year-long Generosity (Stewardship) plan to grow our
generosity.

4. Develop new revenues by filling unused and well-kept spaces in our church
buildings with revenue producing outreach aligned with our mission.

We have had a good year meeting these goals.

We have been active with the Hagerstown Area Religious Coalition (HARC) to add after-school
programming in schools serving children and families from our community. We are also meeting
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neighborhood families through our outreach and through WNA. WNA has successfully widened our
range and the reach of our weekly worship. We are currently completing our first Generosity
Campaign in years. | have preached about Generosity throughout the year, including a sermon
series last month. We have filled 3 church spaces in the last year with revenue-producing
partnerships with new community partners. We have also made extensive progress in setting up a
most promising wedding venue ministry in our spectacular sanctuary.

Our goals for 2026 focus our purpose on growing this vitality further and on building upon our
progress! We plan to grow WNA! We plan to grow Lunches with Love! We plan to further deepen
the vibrancy and grow the diversity of our worship, during our Sunday worship celebrations and our
worship at WNA. Our goal is that all of this and more will deepen our fellowship with one another
and our community, so that our growing relationship with each other deepens our Discipleship and
our walks with Jesus Christ daily and weekly! Our goal is that all of this will lead new families to our
church family and that we will be ready, when they come, with ministry for children and families that
engages and blesses them and us! Our goal is to continue to fill our church campus with joyously
aligned mission and ministry. We believe that God will bless all this mission with new revenues from
the usage of our space, and the gifts of many who are enthusiastic about supporting God’s activity
among us!

| enjoy talking to all my friends and colleagues about the faithfulness of our congregation and the
vitality Jesus is growing in us! | am so pleased with how we have met our steep challenges. We
have met them with courageous and devoted faithfulness, and with generosity upon generosity. It
remains an honor and privilege to serve and lead you as your Pastor!

In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Doug

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES ON ALL SAINTS SUNDAY!

On Sunday, November 2, we will again celebrate All Saints Sunday during our 9
morning Worship Celebration. We are hopeful that you will join with us again
in remembering, honoring, and celebrating your loved ones who have passed A
away in the last year, or in year’s past. b § [.

. , o a2
As in recent years, we will honor our Saints in several ways.

&

&7 MXAG
When you come to worship on November 2, you may set a tea light or votive (A%(S&m@%
candle on tables in the front of the sanctuary, to honor your loved one(s).
These candles will be lit during our opening hymn. We will have candles here at church to give
to those who did not bring a candle.

In addition to honoring your loved ones with a candle, we will also include them in a Roll Call of
the Saints that will be shared during our worship service. When your loved ones’ names are
read during the Roll Call, a chime will be rung in their honor. Members of John Wesley who
have passed away in the last year will have a special candelabra candle lit in their honor.

If you have any questions about how to honor your loved ones on All Saints Sunday, please
email or call the church office (301-733-0391).

W
AN
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WEDNESDAYS HEAVENLY LIVING WORKSHOP

This workshop is on hold for a while. Please continue to visit us on Wednesday night with our
WNA dinner, worship, and other special programming.

WEDNESDAYS ADVENT STUDY M,m RAWLE

We have an opportunity to engage in a 4-week Advent Season Zoom
discussion (Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526 Passcode: 404756 Phone: 301- 4
715-8592) each Wednesday evening from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm beginning %’\TC@E\ REE SIZES
November 19. Please join us!!!!

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story
of the Grinch” by Matt Rawle

Join Pastor Doug and enthusiastic learners like yourself for a fun and rich
study of Jesus’ Advent at Christmas, all through the eyes of Doctor Seuss’ RCOF;
The Grinch. This study by Matt Rawle, like all of his studies, with draw from popular culture to
deepen our Biblical understanding, this time to explore the rich meanings of Advent. It will be a
joy to see how Advent comes to life through one of our most beloved and infamous Christmas
characters. Let us again share in the power of Jesus’ Coming as the Babe of Bethlehem and
how He continues to come among us, with help (God help us!) from the Grinch!

The study will take place on Wednesdays, during Wednesday Night Alive at 7:00 pm beginning
on Wednesday, November 19, and will continue in December on December 3, 10, and 17. If you
would like to take part in this study, please call the office so we can order the correct amount of
study books.

The four sessions are:

1. When Everything Is Wrong — November 19
** Thanksgiving **
2. When Christmas Isn’t Christmas — December 3
3. When Light Shines — December 10
4. When Joy Is Our Song — December 17

$8eE

P S, Sa®

© &
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THURSDAYS ZOOM MEDITATIONS

We have an opportunity to engage in a Zoom discussion (Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526 Passcode:
404756) each Thursday from 2:30 pm until 3:30 pm. Please join us!!!!

Share a hymn, Bible Meditation,
God Sighting, Holy Moments with
a family ofVChristicm Disciples.

THANKSGIVING FOOD & CHRISTMAS GIFT MINISTRIES

Our John Wesley UMC family and friends our joyfully generous with others in
our community throughout the year. There is now a “Turkey” display board in
the Sanctuary. Please pluck some feathers or small turkeys which suggest
what is needed to provide for families in need during the holidays. The products Food Donations
and monetary or grocery card donations are needed by Sunday, November 23rd for Thanksgiving.
We have been asked to help provide STUFFED STOCKINGS for children. We will fill stockings for

25 boys and girls with age appropriate gifts for 3-4 year olds, 5-6 year olds
and 7-8 year olds. A STUFF the STOCKINGS display will be in the
Sanctuary as well. Stocking stuffers, Christmas gifts and financial donations
will be needed by Sunday, December 7th. Once we are matched with a
family, more details will be shared. Gift cards can be accepted up until
Sunday, December 14th for Christmas gifts/food. Thank you for prayerfully
considering what you can do to help others have a joyous holiday season.
Sheila is happy to answer any questions you may have.




Led by Janessa Chapman/Lunches with Love
supported by John Wesley Service Team
Thursday, November 27th
John Wesley Social Hall

More info & times will be coming soon!

Before going to bed on Saturday, November 1, 2025,

set your clocks back an hour. Daylight saving time

ends on Sunday, November 2nd!!




Our fall Generosity Campaign for the support of our 2026 Ministries will conclude on
Sunday, November 9 with Consecration Sunday! Please join us for this special day,
when we will celebrate the results of our campaign. We will begin with a festive
celebration of worship at 10:30 am followed by a catered luncheon reception in our
Social Hall. While we enjoy delicious food and fellowship together, the campaign’s
results will be announced. We will celebrate the number of pledges made and the
amount of dollars pledged toward the support of our ministry and mission for the
upcoming year, 2026. Please RSVP to the church office, 301-733-0391, if you are
coming to the luncheon. | hope you will plan to join us!

November 30th —
First Sunday of
Advent

Hard to believe, but

Christmas is right around the corner.
Advent is a time of expectant waiting
and preparation for the celebration of
the Nativity of Christ at Christmas.

HAGERSTOMWN

John Wesley UMC HISTORIC
will be participating HOUSES OF
in the Historic WORSHIP TOUR

Houses of Worship
Tour again this year, Friday, December
26 from 3-6:30 pm. (Snow date is
December 27.)

Date In-person _ Online _ Total Attendance _ Total Offering g 2
Sept. 28 33 2 35 $ 1,633.20 2 S
Oct. 5 52 1 53 1,586.38
Oct. 12 39 2 41 1,323.51 )
Oct. 19 42 0 42 1,604.74 @)
Oct. 26 33 2 35 1,444.74 ER

o3

~ Blessings,

Sheila & Sherry




Sunday
November 23
4 to 5 p.m.

Congregation
B’Nai Abraham
53 East Baltimore St.
Hagerstown, Md. ; '
Join us for this uplifting service featuring Christian,
Jewish, Muslim, Baha’i, Hindu, Buddhist,
mdNaﬁveAmqicmfaiﬂtmdiﬁona

open to s
the public/

This will be & unique service to honor the beliefs of our different faith traditions.
The first half will be filled with music; the second half will have no music.

Yw&em&dbuyhammmmﬂ'-

Y,

An optional collection will be taken
in the lobby of shelf-stable food and
funds for the community food bank
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in
Hagerstown. Checks can be made
out to HARC, or scan
the QR code and .
choose “Thanksgiving”

to securely donate
. online.

mrmmrhnedtinmndmbpnﬂdpb x

m.mammw

5 , ACOMMUNITY CHORR will =
QA ,bemmmmmn

nb,

Spm.mmﬁccanbeﬁoundonllm

you’d like to
arrive at the synagogue by
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CHILI DINNER TO HONOR OUR VETERANS!

On Saturday, November 15 at 5:30 pm in our Social Hall, our Youth Group,
assisted by our Service Team, will serve a Chili Dinner to 50 Veterans from
our community to celebrate and honor their service to our country!

—
=
Veterans Day:

Thank You for Your Service!
We hope to fill our Social Hall with Veterans, so if you are a Veteran, please join us. We
would love to serve and honor you. If you have friends and family who are Veterans, they

are welcome to come.

If they would like to come, please call our church office to RSVP that they are coming. We
need to have an exact count of who is coming. We will have food and space enough for 50
guests.

Additionally, if you would like to come to help serve the meal, or assist with clean-up,
please let us know by calling our church office (301-733-0391). It promises to be a
beautiful evening!

You Must RSVP by November 10!!

Veterans Day

Honoring All Who Served

We invite all veterans to come to a FREE dinner
in your honor!

November 15,2025

5:30 -'7:00 pm
John Wesley UMC
129 N. Potomac Street
301-733-0391
Please RVSP by November 10
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HAT AND GLOVE COLLECTION

HEAD START of Washington County serves the poorest children in our
community. Many of these children go without the things that most of us
take for granted: a hot meal and a warm hat and gloves for winter. Please
join us as we collect gloves/mittens and hats for preschool-aged children,
~ infants through 5 years old. The size they are most in need of this year is |

for both boys and girls ages 3-5. A donation of funds to be used toward the || -
’ purchase of hats and gloves is also accepted. Look for the basket at the ¥
ramp door. Head Start will be distributing the hats and gloves to the children
in early December.
(PLEASE NOTE: Adult sizes cannot be used.)
Donations will be collected through Monday, December 1st.

laaMe 71aé aauoOgU
helping a child in need?

Hanging of the Greens!

Yes, Christmastime is almost here! Come
join the fun and fellowship of decorating
our church for Advent and Christmas. We are meeting together right after worship on

Sunday, November 23. Light refreshments/quick breakfast/lunch will be served. All are
welcome. Thank you!
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MY THOUGHTS — A PEEK INSIDE

The scripture, Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, says:

' There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:

And then it continues to juxtapose the following:

2 atime to be born and a time to die,

a time to plant and a time to uproot,
® atime to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
® atime to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
" atime to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
8 atime to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.

4

5

Most of the time we tend to look at this scripture and how it plays out in our own lives...the ebbs and
flows of birth/death, weeping/laughing, love/hate, keep/throw away, etc. But have you ever thought
about it from the perspective that the Church, as a Body of Believers, needs to look at their faith
practices, routines, worship and life in the same way? Let me explain my thoughts.

The church as a body sees new birth as something to be celebrated, but we also celebrate the death of
members who have been faithful. We plant flowers and shrubs, but there is a time to uproot them and
start over for they are past their usefulness or beauty. We mourn the loss of routines and the history that
was, but we can celebrate and dance when new ideas give energy and new hope.

As a Leadership Team, we have spent considerable time looking at John Wesley from this perspective.
Since there is still work to be done, my time has been extended. | have agreed to stay on, in a limited
capacity, as a consultant to the Leadership Team. This month, the Leadership Team will be meeting to
celebrate the close of the 2025 year with a shared meal and a working session to celebrate our
successes, mourn our shortfalls, BUT envision the new possibilities that God has placed in our path.

If you have any thoughts about what the Leadership Team needs to consider giving up or embracing in
2026, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. I’'m always available to listen, chat and/or discuss your
hopes and dreams for John Wesley. Remember: “What God has planned for those who love him is
more than the eyes have seen or the ears have heard. It hasn’t even entered their minds!”

Many Blessings!

Cindy Reeder, Church Vitality Consultant
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BIRTHDAYS

3rd: Rev. Richard Jewell
8th:  Zack Ricker
9th:  Ryan Chapin

Richard Dunn

June Wagner

Jason White
10th:  Adelyn Donley
12th: Harold Line

JoAnne Zimmerman
16th: Melissa O’Connor
17th: Marie Tolbert
20th: Jared Payne éjg
22nd: Lucas Payne
26th: Charles Strong
29th:  Joyce Wagner

e e

NNIVERSARIES

7th: Richard & Karen Jewell
13th: Sean & Jessica Hunt

N L Oy

x
#
o
%
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(If your birthday or anniversary is this month and does not appear on this list or appears incorrectly,
please call the church office or email us at jwumcmd@yahoo.com and let us know. Thank you!)




THE SOUNDS OF JOHN WESLEY

The Sounds of John Wesley is an ongoing capital campaign for keeping
the organ in pristine condition.

We recently had some issues with the organ that caused the combination
action component to fail. The combination action controls the organ
stops, and therefore the different tones and volume.

We have signed a contract to replace the complete relay and combination action system with a
new, upgraded system. The new system will also give us options we did not previously have on our
organ. The total cost of this upgrade is $45,500.00 and won’t be completed until 2026.

The downpayment has been made. We will still need about $18,000.00 to cover the complete cost.
There are Sounds of John Wesley envelopes, designated for the organ, included with your monthly
giving envelopes. Please consider using them. And if you might be considering giving an end-of-
the-year gift, maybe consider designating it to the Sounds of John Wesley organ fund.

We thank the congregation for your prayers, your commitment, and your generosity to keep our
magnificent organ in quality condition. Our organ is part of the legacy of John Wesley United
Methodist Church.

“Whatever you do, do all things to the glory of God.”

Barbara Hoover
for The Sounds of John Wesley UMC Task Force

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

We will have poinsettias in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 14th. If you
wish to purchase a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one, please
return the information below via either offering plate, email
(jwumemd@yahoo.com), or call the church office at 301-733-0391 so that it is pﬂilt,b@ﬂiﬂ/
received no later than Monday, November 24, 2025. The cost is still only ﬁ;ulmb
$15.00 each.

No. of Poinsettias ordered:

In Memory/Honor of (circle one):

Given by:

Contact phone number:
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SHARING TEAM . -
:Q:Z'::: —';‘}": ,/"i;: .
Sharing Team met in October. Things are gearing up for the upcoming holidays. T T
The 98th annual Alsatia Mummers Parade was held on October 25. Sharing€aring
Spearheaded by the youth and young adults group, 210 chairs and 22 VIP seats e ,._,_“ g
were available in front of the church with concession stand and restrooms. L
Thanks to everyone who volunteered their time to make this event a success! E L
* We are now back to our fall schedule with Sunday School at 9:00, Worship X\\—
Service at 10:30. A reminder to set your clocks back on November 2. )

* Wednesday Night Alive activities have resumed. Join us starting at 6:00 for a meal,
followed by worship and small group programming.

* Micah’s Backpacks has started another busy year. We expect to be delivering about
20 bags each week to Ruth Ann Monroe School. Volunteers are needed to help pack
and deliver. See Deb Markell if you are able to help.

* Lunches with Love continues to operate on Sundays. Janessa is currently preparing
and delivering about 65 lunches each week. She could use some volunteers after
church to help pack and deliver. Food and monetary donations are also always
needed, especially cases of bottled water.

* A free Veterans Day Meal is being planned for Saturday, November 15 starting at
5:30 to honor all who served.

* There will be a congregational luncheon after church on Sunday, November 9 to end
the stewardship campaign and celebrate ‘Joyous Generosity.’

* There will be no Coffee Fellowship that day.

* Thanksgiving Food and Christmas Gift Ministries are underway. Food and donations
for Thanksgiving are due in November 23, and Christmas gifts and donation on
December 7.

* The HARC Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday,
November 23 @ 4:00 at Congregation B’Nai Abraham, 53 E. Baltimore Street.

* Hat and Gove collection for Head Start of Washington County continues through
December 1. There is a basket on the table by the ramp door.

* The annual Supper Club Christmas event, which is a meal and Caroling Sing-Along,
will be held Saturday, December 13 @ 2:00 pm (details elsewhere in this newsletter).

* The First Sunday of Advent is November 30. Hanging of the Greens will happen
prior to that date. Look for additional details in this newsletter.

* The Houses of Worship Tour will be back on the schedule this year, December 26.
John Wesley will once again be participating.

So there are lots of things happening.

The next Sharing Team meeting is scheduled for November 10 at 7:00 pm via Zoom to discuss
and share ideas. If you would like to join us, contact Barb or Greg or the church office to get the
zoom link.

Blessings,
Barb & Greg Hoover
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JWUMC SUPPER CLUB R :ﬂ
/S J

PPER. CHRISTMAS CAROLIN(" % F

SINGALONG as
N Saturday, December 13 Join Us ‘f@f’
2:00 pm Caroling

JWUMC Supper Club will be hosting an old-fashioned Christmas Caroling Sing-Along on
Saturday, December 13, starting at 2:00 pm in the Social Hall for a covered dish luncheon.
Chicken and drinks will be provided. Bring a dish or dessert to share.

After the meal, there will be a time for fellowship, followed by the singing of our favorite carols,
where you get to pick the Christmas songs you want to sing. We will be accompanied by our
own Stephen Pompa, who may also share a few special arrangements of our favorite carols.

This should be a relaxing afternoon of good food, good music and good fellowship. Plan to join
us in the Social Hall on Saturday, December 13 at 2:00. All are invited, invite a friend, a relative,
or anybody else you think might benefit from “a little bit of down time,” and a nice way to get your
Christmas season started. Join us for an afternoon of “seasonal fellowship.”

Plan to join us! Be sure to let us know by December 8 if you are planning to attend so we have
enough seating and food.

Either call or email the church office: 301-733-0391 jwumcmd@yahoo.com
or Barb & Greg Hoover:  301-797-5157 bhoov72@aol.com

DID YOU KNOW??

Did you know... that when the Library was dismantled several years ago
during the moving of the offices back to the church building, and the AR
relocation of several of the rooms within the church, that most of the ,
Resource books were kept and are now available for use in our Conference Room (Rm. #101).
Feel free to borrow any of these books. Just be sure to return them when you are finished.

And on the other hand... Want a “good read”? Try our Book Exchange. Created right before
the pandemic, there was very little opportunity to share at that time. Located in the Conference
Room, there are a variety of books: fiction, non-fiction, biographies, history, mysteries,
devotionals — you name it, it might be there. How does it work? The idea is to take a book from
that bookcase to read — and then leave one that you may have already read, that someone else
might want to take and enjoy. If you have any books you would like to share, just leave them in
the Book Exchange bookcase. Enjoy!


mailto:jwumcmd@yahoo.com
mailto:bhoov72@aol.com
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2nd:
2nd:
2nd:
5th:
5th:
5th:
5th:
6th:
6th:
9th:
9th:
9th:

10th:
11th:
12th:
12th:
12th:
12th:
13th:
15th:
16th:
16th:
16th:
17th:
17th:
18th:
19th:
19th:
19th:
19th:

S R i
MNOVEMBER™
A 2w e
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9:00am, Sunday School for all ages

10:30am, All Saints’ Sunday Worship

11:00am, Lunches with Love

5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm, WNA Dinner

6:30pm, WNA Worship

7:00pm, WNA Programming

8:30am, Men’s Breakfast

2:30pm, Zoom Meditations

9:00am, Sunday School for all ages

10:30am, Sunday Worship

11:30am, Consecration Luncheon

7:00pm, Sharing Team Meeting

12:00pm, HARC Meeting

5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm, WNA Dinner

6:30pm, WNA Worship

7:00pm, WNA Programming

2:30pm, Zoom Meditations

5:30pm, Veterans Meal

9:00am, Sunday School for all ages

10:30am, Sunday Worship

11:00am, Lunches with Love
Partner deadline

5:30pm, Leadership Team Meeting

6:00pm, Wilson Wright Circle

10:00am, Susanna Circle

5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal

6:00pm, WNA Dinner

6:30pm, WNA Worship

19th:
19th:
20th:
20th:

7:00pm, WNA Programming
7:00pm, Advent Study - “Grinch”
2:30pm, Zoom Meditations
7:00pm, Trustees Property Team

22nd: 2:00pm, NA Speaker Jam

23rd:
23rd:
23rd:
23rd:
23rd:

24th:
27th:
27th:
28th:
30th:
30th:
30th:

9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
10:30am, Sunday Worship
11:00am, Lunches with Love
11:30am, Hanging of the Greens
4:00pm, Interfaith Thanksgiving
Service @ Congregation B’Nai
Poinsettia Orders Due
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed
Thanksgiving Meal @ JW
Thanksgiving Day - Office Closed
9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
10:30am, Advent 1 Sunday Worship
11:00am, Lunches with Love

** Pastor Doug will be on vacation Tuesday,
November 25 through December 1st. **
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Celebrate the season of gratitude by
creating a colorful Thankful decoration.

v
What you need:

¢ Construction paper in O Q

k
Ul

a variety of fall colors )

* Pencil, marker, or crayons

e Yarn, ribbon, or raffia

® Scissors W

* Hole punch / j

* Spray bottle

filled with water
* Real leaves (Optional) ~S
* Wooden or plastic beads, 00 6
cereal with holes (Cheerios, (.
Froot Loops, etc.), or any
dried pasta with a hole (Optional)
What you do:

1. Draw or trace leaf shapes onto
construction paper.

2. Lay the paper flat and spray with
water until the paper is completely
wet.

3. Crumple the wet paper into balls.

4. Open the paper and let the sheets
dry flat.

5. When dry, cut out each leaf.

6. On each leaf, write the name of one
person or thing you're thankful for.

7. Punch a hole in each leaf.

8. Lace the leaves, beads, cereal, and

pasta onto the yarn, ribbon, or raffia.
9. Tie the ends and hang your garland.

I Give thanks in all

circumstances; for '

this is God’s will for

you in Christ Jesus.
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Solve this puzzle to read a Bible verse about praising God for all his blessings.

GIVE PRAISE
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Directions: In each group, circle the word that doesn’t belong. Then write the circled words

on the lines below.

1 2 3 4 5 6
Give peanut temple proclaim name ruin
Take praise house past boy destroy
Grab pear Loro present lad make

7 8 9 10 1" 12
pine train done Sing she sun

acorn nations donut Sleep him praise
known bus muffin Yawn girl moon

13 14 15 16
tell red horrible acts
fast all dreadful sisters
slow blue wonderful aunts

to the his
1 2 3 4 5
- - among the what he has
to , sing to him; of
10 T 12 3
his

15

PSALM 105:1-2, NIV

16

>

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NIV)
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