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'The Partner

“What’s Next?!”

“So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation...” — 2 Corinthians 5:17

Happy New Year!
| hope you and yours had a rich Christmastime!

Our John Wesley church family certainly closed out the year with loving
ministry after loving ministry, and with memorable and deeply nourishing
worship and fellowship! We move into 2026 with exciting momentum
and look forward to what’s next!

So What’s Next?!

What's so exciting to me about the answer to that question, is its
foundation upon our being in Christ!

We are not perfect atit. No one is, and no church is. Yet, we are as
firmly grounded in and founded upon our Lord Jesus Christ as any
church I've ever served! We are devoted to doing God’s will and
following Jesus Christ into our next year as wholeheartedly as we can.
And we are assured that when we do, that we will become a new
creation! Jesus will make us new!

Moving into 2026, we have vision and a plan for the new creation God
will produce in us! We are always working at sharpening the plan and
focusing the plan, even as we carry out the plan. We know that our
goals remain to grow and diversify our worship, so that it is more varied
and vibrant. Music Ministry Director Stephen Pompa and | are excited
about working on that! Our goals remain to meet, make, and grow
Disciples and their discipleship through study and faith formation! This
is all nurtured in fellowship and in the practice of ministry that challenges
us and stretches us, and leads to discovery and growth! Our successful
new Wednesday Night Alive (WNA) ministry will continue to lead our
Discipling ministry. Our growing portfolio of mission and outreach will

“Pastor’s Letter” continued on p. 2
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“Pastor’s Letter” continued from p. 1

continue to activate our Discipleship! We will continue to grow with the growth
of Lunches with Love and partnerships with new friends and leaders in the Fron
community like Janessa Chapman. Our goals remain to be a gathering of the
families that supports our families and helps them grow. Our ongoing Youth PaStOT
Ministry and our new Young Adult Ministry, along with WNA, lie at the heart of our family ministry.
We remain hopeful about welcoming more children and their families into our fellowship!

While we plan for all of this, what | remain so excited about are the new, surprising things that God
will create and Jesus will do! What is coming in 2026 for John Wesley, that we have no idea is
coming? | am leading a New Members class this month that is full of new friends that we did not
know a year ago!

Leading us again into another year will be our outstanding Leadership Team. Returning to the
Team are Ryan and Rizzo Chapin, Barb Hoover, Ann Lashley, Mary Licht, Susan Saunders, Jenny
and Larry Suddueth, and Richard Willson. The Team welcomes a new member, Linda Murray,
while it says goodbye to Jim Fritsch, who completed his outstanding service on the Team as its
Chair at last year’s end. We can’t thank Jim enough for his remarkable leadership as the Team'’s
first and only chairperson since its creation in January, 2023. Jim’s service is a primary reason for
the Leadership Team’s health and strength! We'll miss you, Jim. The Team’s chair is now served
by Ryan Chapin, who is already off to a great start, taking the baton from Jim. Ryan’s devoted
service to the Team since 2023 is also largely responsible for the Team’s strength. Thank you,
Ryan.

You are always welcome to attend any Leadership Team meeting. We meet on the 3rd Monday of
each Month, in the Wesleyan Room. Please pray for our Team, as we devote ourselves to the
service of the Lord and to doing God’s will for John Wesley United Methodist Church. With God’s
help, what’s next for us, will be full of Jesus making all things new, forming in us a new creation,
day by day!
In Christ’s Love,

Pastor Doug
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
THANK YOU to all those who contributed time, money and gifts to make Christmas brighter for

our adopted families and friends of our community. Your generosity truly makes a difference in
the lives of those less fortunate whether it was some stocking stuffers and groceries for
Salvation Army, warm hats and gloves for Head Start, food and money donated to Lunches
with Love & WNA, to money donated to REACH for the Cold Weather Shelter. We thank you
so much!
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NEWS FROM MICAH’S BACKPACKS
Micah’s
Backpack

Thank you to everyone who helped make the first 13 weeks
of the 2025-2026 school year a success. Especially

Christopher, Jim, Richard and Greg who helped out with the
Food Bank deliveries as well as Jim and Buck who delivered

Feeding
outr
future

the Christmas Backpacks.

Thank you to our dedicated group of ARC volunteers who are coming in every other
week and packing enough bags to keep us ahead for deliveries.

We are starting to get organized for the rest of the year. If you would like to help out
by getting on the deliver schedule or to help out with the Food Bank deliveries, please
contact the church office.

Wishing everyone a happy and healthy New Year!

Wilson Wright Circle |

My Thoughts — A Peek Inside

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.” ~ Isaiah 9:6
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The prophet Isaiah predicted His birth, but was never privileged to withessed Jesus’ might acts.
But the Jewish community, believing in the prophecy, waited and watched ... so should we!

As we pause to remember the REAL reason for Christmas, and the HOPE the Christ Child
brought, let us not forget that the babe in the manger grew into a man that worked miracles and
mighty acts just as Isaiah predicted.

As | continue to work with your congregation, and in particular the Leadership at JW, | am
constantly amazed at the never-ending energy, resources and abiding faith that God is supplying
for ministry here. | believe that just like our Jewish ancestors, we too need to hold fast to the
promises of the prophets and embrace Hope.

2026 is a new year, but a critical one in the life of John Wesley. The Leadership and | ask that you
continue to hold all of us in prayer as we continue to rid ourselves of anything that holds us down
or keeps us from moving forward with Hope!!

It's a new year, and a new start. Join me on this adventure that only God knows the ending.
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CONNECTING FROM THE SHARING TEAM

Once again, during 2025 we found ourselves holding many events and
connecting, not only with the congregation, but with the community.

We look forward to enjoying more of these events in 2026. Sharing Team
operates separately from Leadership Team. Sharing Team is a valuable tool
for coordination and support of the many smaller groups. We meet to share
thoughts on events for the congregation, developing new ideas and plans for
outreach in the community, and how to draw new members into our church.

The following areas are the areas of discussion during our meetings:

0 Christian Education

UMW (United Women in Faith)

Creative Saturday

Youth Happenings

Parish Nursing Ministry

Family Life

Micah’s Backpack

Supper Club

Kitchen Committee

Church Banner

Celebration Team

Service Team (including Lunches with Love)
and any other upcoming event or area of discussion
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Sharing Team meetings are open to anyone who would like to share ideas and “make things

happen.” Meetings are held on the 2"* Monday of the month via zoom.

We are looking for people who might want to help with the Family Life Committee, which
includes the annual church picnic and possibly some events outside of the church. If interested
in being part of Family Life or just part of the Sharing Team, contact Karen in the office, or

Greg or Barb if you would like additional information to join us.
Blessings!

Greg & Barb Hoover

Attendance & Offering Report

Date In-person  Online  Total Attendance Total Offering

Nov. 30 23 - 23 $1,135.20

Dec. 7 39 - 39 2,326.87

Dec. 14 40 1 41 2,274.74
~ Blessings, Sheila & Sherry

s
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BUILDING USE POLICY

As we move into 2026, we need to remind you of the building use policy.

As more individuals and groups use our facilities, this policy is important so
that we know who is using the building, when it is being used, what area is
being used, and for what purpose. That is so we have no conflicts in
scheduling, so that the area will be ready for use, so that the cleaning company can be aware of
any scheduled events and can adjust their schedule accordingly.

For a one-time use of space by a group or committee within the church, it is only necessary to give
that information to Karen or myself. Karen will keep a master calendar in the office.

Committee meetings that are held on a regular basis and scheduled Coffee Fellowship dates are
not required to notify each time, as that information should already be noted in the office. Only a
change in the normal schedule needs to be shared.

A newly planned event or activity that will happen on a recurring basis needs to be set up by
completing a Building Use Form for Church Committees, giving information on requested space,
purpose, and scheduled dates.

For use of space by an individual (member) for a small private gathering or event, you will be asked
to complete a Building Use Form, giving information on the requested date, requested space, and
purpose. Trustees Building Use Committee will approve or reject the request.

For use of space by an outside individual or group, a Building Use Form will need to be completed,
giving information on requested date(s), requested space and purpose. A fee and/or certificate of
insurance may be required. Trustees Building Use Committee will review for approval.

Note use of the kitchen is monitored by the Kitchen Committee and has a separate scheduling
calendar. Our Kitchen is a commercial kitchen, licensed under the Washington County Health
Department. The Building Use Form has a section for separate kitchen use, which will be shared
with the Kitchen Committee, if use of the kitchen is requested for an event.

For use of the kitchen only, there is a separate Kitchen Use form. A fee and/or certificate of
insurance may be required. Trustees Building Use Committee, along with the Kitchen Committee,
will review for approval.

And for anyone interested in holding a wedding in our amazing sanctuary at John Wesley UMC,
there is a newly revised wedding policy in regards to revitalinzing our wedding ministry. That policy
can be requested through the church office.

You can check with Karen for availability of a date or space. We thank you in advance for your
consideration of notifying the office of expected use of areas in the church building.

Barbara Hoover, Trustees Building Use Committee
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FROM THE HEART OF LEADERSHIP
Below you’ll find a monthly message from your leadership team...each article will
be designed to be uplifting, invitational, and rooted in the gifts and fruits of the
Spirit...and each one ends with a built-in call to action that gently invites you, the
congregation, to step deeper into life together at John Wesley UMC.
Walking by Faith.
Ryan

P
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In Step with the Spirit — January 2026 [

A New Beginning with the Spirit

Leadersh

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” - Proverbs 3:5-6

As we step into a new year together, | want to invite our whole church family to pause for a
moment...not to make resolutions, but to make room. Room for the Holy Spirit. Room for God’s
direction. Room for the unexpected ways the Lord will lead us in 2026.

Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us that a straight path doesn’t come from figuring everything out on our
own, but from trusting, submitting, and walking in step with God'’s Spirit. When we do that, the
path becomes clearer, lighter, and filled with more purpose than we could have created on our
own. This year, | believe God is preparing beautiful things for John Wesley UMC...new
relationships, deeper faith, stronger ministries, and opportunities to serve our neighbors with the
love of Christ. But for us to see those things, we have to begin with trust. Trust that God is
already ahead of us. Trust that the Spirit still leads. Trust that each of us has a role to play in what
God is building here.

A Simple Practice for January:
Each morning, before the rush of the day takes over, pray this short prayer:
“Lord, use me today. Guide my steps. Make my path straight. Let me walk in Your Spirit.”

Just that. Ten seconds. But prayed with an open heart, it becomes an invitation for God to
shape your day—and through you, to shape our church.

Your Call to Action This Month:
As your Leadership Team, we believe 2026 will be a year of spiritual growth, renewed mission,
and deeper community. And it starts with us...each one of us...saying yes to the Spirit's
leading. This month, | encourage you to:

» Look for one person you can encourage.

» Take one step toward serving in a ministry God has placed on your heart.

= Open one moment in your week to listen for God’s voice.
Small steps, offered faithfully, can change the direction of a life...and a church. I'm grateful to
walk this path with you. Let’s begin this year fully trusting the One who makes our way straight.

In Step with the Spirit!

Ryan L. Chapin
Leadership Team Chair of John Wesley UMC
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A NOTE FROM THE KITCHEN COMMITTEE

Our kitchen is a commercial kitchen, licensed under the FROM THE KITCHEN %OMMIHEE
|

Washington County Health Department. It is important that S S

we follow certain guidelines. wh ,% !! % )\‘ &
, , | A

In the past year or so we have increased our kitchen use © !l .;__,/5‘1_‘_'; L i

extensively. 3

+ Jay Travato — aka Senor’s Cookies — uses the kitchen every Monday to bake his
wonderful cookies.

+ WNA starts off with a meal — prepared in our kitchen — every Wednesday.

» Every Sunday, Janessa Chapman prepares lunches to be delivered to about 65
individuals through our Lunches with Love program.

+ We have been preparing three to five Community Meals a year to share with our
neighborhood folks.

+ And that does not include our normal Sunday Coffee Fellowship times or our
congregational meals and fellowship get-togethers, along with other special events.

There are many expenses to keep our kitchen in acceptable condition to pass the renewal of the
Health Department license, such as annual maintenance inspection of the appliances, and repairs
to the appliances — commercial appliances are expensive to repair or replace; a recent burner
replacement on the stove was $500. Kitchen Committee pays for new pots and pans, new knives,
pancake syrup dispensers, etc. - things that are specific to kitchen use. We have added a filtering
system to the ice machine, fixed a line in the dishwasher, replaced the single door refrigerator,
replaced the old kitchen table with a new stainless steel table, and then more recently purchased
a new double door commercial refrigerator.

We are asking that those who use the kitchen do two important things. First, make sure you sign
up for use of the kitchen so that we don’t have an overlap of people trying to use the kitchen.
(And then be sure to sign the log-in sheet in the kitchen). Secondly, please treat our JW kitchen
as if it were your own kitchen in your own home. Treat the appliances as you would your own.
Clean up any spills, wipe them down when needed. Be sure to mark your food. Do not leave
unused food in the refrigerator or freezer indefinitely. Before you leave, make sure everything is
cleaned up and washed. Mop up any spills on the floor. And if anything is broken, missing, or low
in supply, let us know so that we can address it for the next user.

With the current additional usage of the kitchen, we all need to work together to keep it in proper
condition to continue to be registered as a commercial kitchen.

We want to be able to continue to enjoy the food and fellowship that comes from a church kitchen!

Greg and Barb Hoover
JW Kitchen Committee
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RICK o @
WEDNESDAYS HEAVENLY LIVING WORKSHOP g, 1 )
We have an opportunity to engage in a 6-week Zoom discussion each
Wednesday evening as part of Wednesday Night Alive from 7:00 pm until
8:00 pm beginning January 21st. (Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526 Passcode:

404756 Phone: 1-301-715-8592) Please join us!!!!

“What on Earth am | Here For?”
By Rick Warren

THE
*¥ivex WHAT ON EARTH
t'¥¢ - AMIHERE FOR?

There are three basic questions in life: Why am | alive? Does my life matter? What is my
purpose? We are going to cover all of these in the next 42 days individually and together.

Pastor Warren provides an on-line tutorial for these 42 days of lessons/meditations. We are
invited to access a daily video message with an accompanying outline for our personal notes
(www.purposedriven.com). That means that we have a daily opportunity to grow with these
lessons. We will join as a group on Wednesdays to hear a summary video and then to discuss
the 7 Points to Ponder for the week. This will be our opportunity to share how God is
encouraging us to grow through these lessons. It is also our opportunity to grow together as a
faith family.

Session titles:
1. You Matter to God — January 21 (Days 1-7)
2. You Were Planned for God’s Pleasure — January 28 (Days 8-14)
3. You Were Formed for God’s Family — February 4 (Days 15-21)
4. You Were Created to Become Like Christ — February 11 (Days 21-28)
*** Lent and Holy Week Services ***
You Were Shaped to Serve God — April 8 (Days 29-35)

You Were Made for a Mission — April 15 (Days 36-42)

o o

Wesleyan Class Sunday School

The Wesleyan Class meets at 9:00 on Sunday mornings in the Wesleyan Room. We have a short
devotion, a prayer and two hymns. We are currently using the Cokesbury Adult Bible Studies
curriculum. Occasionally we put the curriculum aside for something a little different in order to
share thoughts and discussion.

We are currently finishing up a unit on who Jesus is, in light of how Jesus described himself. And
then we will turn our eyes on ourselves; we’ll consider who we are as the church and how we ought
to be living our lives together.

We invite, and would love for you to also come and join us on a Sunday morning.
Blessings to youl! A\‘
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Church Office Closed
8:30am, Men’s Breakfast
7:00pm, NA Meeting
5:00pm, Private Event in Social Hall
9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
10:30am, Communion Worship
11:00am, Lunches with Love
7:00pm, NA Meeting
10:00am, ARC Backpackers
5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal
6:00pm, WNA Dinner
6:30pm, WNA Worship
7:00pm, WNA Programming
7:00pm, New Members Class
9:00am, Backpacks Delivered
2:30pm, Zoom Meditation
7:00pm, NA Meeting
1:00pm, Wesleyan Room Clean-Up
1:30pm, Warming Center
9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
10:00am, Coffee Fellowship
10:30am, Sunday Worship
11:00am, Lunches with Love
7:00pm, Sharing Team via Zoom
7:00pm, NA Meeting
5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal
6:00pm, WNA Dinner
6:30pm, WNA Worship
7:00pm, WNA Programming
7:00pm, New Members Class
9:00am, Backpacks Delivered
2:30pm, Zoom Meditation

B
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15th: 6:30pm, Trustees/Property Team
16th: 7:00pm, NA Meeting

17th: 1:30pm, Warming Center

18th: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
18th: 10:30am, Sunday Worship

18th: 11:00am, Lunches with Love

19th: Partner deadline

19th: Church Office Closed — MLK Day
19th: 6:00pm, Leadership Team

20th: 10:00am, ARC Backpackers

20th: 6:00pm, Wilson Wright Circle

21st: 10:00am, Susanna Circle

21st: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal

21st: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner

21st: 6:30pm, WNA Worship

21st: 7:00pm, WNA Programming

21st: 7:00pm, New Members Class
21st: 7:00pm, HLW - “What on Earth” #1
22nd: 9:00am, Backpacks Delivered
23rd: 7:00pm, NA Meeting

24th: 1:30pm, Warming Center

25th: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages
25th: 10:30am, Sunday Worship

25th: 11:00am, Lunches with Love

26th: 7:00pm, NA Meeting

28th: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal

28th: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner

28th: 6:30pm, WNA Worship

28th: 7:00pm, WNA Programming

28th: 7:00pm, New Members Class
28th: 7:00pm, HLW - “What on Earth” #2
29th: 9:00am, Backpacks Delivered
29th: 6:00pm, HUB Strategy (Grace UMC)
30th: 7:00pm, NA Meeting

31st:  1:30pm, Warming Center

** Pastor Doug will be on vacation
December 25th through January 6th. **
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TRUSTEES/PROPERTY COMMITTEE REPORT K
As we look back at 2025, Trustees had a busy year and finished some /,/’L?
larger projects. And found some new ones to be addressed. LUL‘}\

Some of those completed projects include: #
~ CHURCH BUILDING /\
+ Install a new Custodian/Utility closet, complete with mop sink ?QPCHW

+ Renovations to first floor Ladies restroom, which enabled us to C & ﬂ_
also create a separate Unisex restroom OW '1' _CC

~ ROWE HALL BUILDING
+ Repairs prior to new tenants, Smile Back Records, moving into the building

~131 NORTH POTOMAC STREET
+ Brick and mortar repair work to the house and to the stone wall
¢ Support poles added in the basement
+ Gas boiler removed and replaced with a heat pump system
Some larger projects we are currently working on include:

—

« Flat rubber roof on Rowe Hall to be replaced

+ Repairs to the organ includes upgrading the combination action component

+ As of this writing we are currently investigating a high water bill for the church building,

indicating the probability of a leak in the water line.

A Trustee’s work is never done. Especially when you have older buildings like ours.
Maintenance on an older building can sometimes be rather challenging. We remind you that we
are still using the Building Fund envelopes that come with your weekly offering envelopes.
Thank you for helping to keep our buildings welcoming. If you see an item of concern, report it.
We all need to work to keep our buildings beautiful and safe.
Take care, stay safe, and God Bless

Barbara Hoover, Chair
Trustees Property Committee

New Members Class This Month!

Pastor Doug is pleased to announce his next New Members Class! This month
during Wednesday Night Alive on Wednesdays, January 7, 14, 21, and 28,
Pastor Doug will lead a class for anyone who would like to join John Wesley
United Methodist Church, or who may be interested in joining. New Members Classes are always
interactive and full of rich fellowship, as each class is devoted to answering the questions you may
have about what membership in a United Methodist Church entails. We will explore what makes
the UMC unique, while we also explore what makes John Wesley UMC unique. The class will meet
during Wednesday Night Alive (WNA) from 7 to 8 pm. Anyone interested in the class is also
certainly invited to WNA for our meal at 6 pm and for worship with Communion at 6:30 before the
class starts at 7 pm.

MEMBERSHIP

CLASSES
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A Little Bit of Coffee and a Whole Lot of Jesus

Coffee Fellowship is held once a month on the second Sunday of the ; %,
month during the half hour before worship service. Do you miss that dﬁ%ﬂg
warm cup of coffee or tea when you come in out of the cold on those Y
other Sundays during the winter months? N)

We are going to try to take care of that. During the months of January
and February, we will have coffee made in the Social Hall for your
enjoyment before worship time. And occasionally you might find a cookie or two.

But we are also looking for a couple volunteers who would be willing to clean up the coffee pots
and supplies after church one or two of those Sundays. See Barb & Greg Hoover or Ryan Chapin
if you could help with that.

So have a little bit of coffee and a whole lot of Jesus on Sunday morning!
We will still have our regular Coffee Fellowship time on the second Sunday of each month.

OUR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY

+ If the Snow Emergency Plan (link is https://chart.maryland.gov/SnowEmergency
Plan/GetSnowEmergencyPlan) is in effect at 7:00 am on Sunday morning, both
Sunday School and Worship Service are canceled.

+ You may also tune into WJEJ radio @ 1240AM or 104.3FM for announcements,
check our Facebook page, or our website at www.jw-umc.org.

+ If the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect at 5:00 pm on a weeknight, all
meetings/rehearsals are canceled.

+ When schools are closed, the church office will be closed as well.

my

Altar Flowers

If you would like to place altar flowers on the altar for 2026, please reserve
through the church office. Please fill out the form below or contact Karen
in the office. The cost is $60.

Date of flowers requested:
In Memory/Honor of (circle one):

Given by:

Contact phone number:
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Laura Bell 22nd: Buck Shipley
Emily Bolt 23rd: Danny Seiler
Barbara Jones 24th: Amy Ernst
Judy Shorb 25th: Michael McMurtrie
Kevin Hoover Kate Suddueth
Lauri Ricker 29th: John Gillespie

McKenzie O’'Connor Metzner
Louise Wine
Norris Diefenderfer

Holly Robison
Robin Deavers %J N A Y
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Meghan Leigh Anne Blair ANNIVERSARIES £
Caroline Harsh »%Ee
Michael Shank 10th: Tom & Lori Routzahn 3

Tom Routzahn
%

" (If your birthday or anniversary is this month and does not appear on this list % é
% or appears incorrectly, please call the church office or email us at
*
%

Jwumcemd@yahoo.com and let us know. Thank you!)
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PUZZLE PAGE

Celebrate the beauty of winter with
these fun snowflake-inspired treats!

What you need: ¢ \\

e Graham cracker \\ \
squares or sugar
cookies

¢ White frosting or
marshmallow fluff

® Pretzel sticks (snowflake arms)

e Shredded coconut
or white sprinkles g%é;

* Mini marshmallows %
or candy pearls

What you do:

1. Frost each cracker or cookie.

2. Arrange pretzel sticks in a
crisscross for the snowflake base.

3. Sprinkle with coconut or sprinkles
for snow.

4. Add marshmallows or candy pearls
to the ends for detail.

&

&

’ Lesson "t)ie o o _;.
'Remind kids that God‘r‘r._\; :O-
£ us unique—just 1Ik€
i Kes are alike!
9:14, KJV)

two snowﬂa
(Psalm 13
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TRANSLATE GOD’'S WORD

The Bible we use is translated into English from other languages.
"Translate" the verse below using the code.
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Proverbs 3:13
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JOHN WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

129 N. Potomac Street
Hagerstown, MD 21740

301-733-0391
WWW.jw-umc.org

jwumecmd@yahoo.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

JANUARY 2026
PARTNER

VISION STATEMENT:

“We strive to be a Christ Centered Church, advancing the Kingdom of God

by nurturing and ministering to all peoples.”

MISSION STATEMENT:

Spiritual Growth, Loving Service, and the Sharing of God’s Word.”

“Our Mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ through: Vibrant Worship, Christian Fellowship,
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