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The Partner 
“The Heart of Advent” 

 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  — Matthew 6:21 

 

I hope and pray that you are still basking in the glow of a Blessed 

and Happy Thanksgiving.  I also hope and pray that you are already 

experiencing the Blessings of Advent. 

I am so excited for our Advent together.  We have already enjoyed 

decorating the Sanctuary with a festive gathering for “Hanging the 

Greens,” full of fun and fellowship and yummy treats.  Here at the 

outset of December, our Advent Worship is underway with the     

lighting of the Advent Wreath, the foundation of the Christmas Story, 

and beautiful, moving music that readies us for the Coming of the 

Christ! 

December is full of more times together to experience the Wonder of 

Advent. This issue of the Partner fills us in on them all.  I am hopeful 

that you will be able to join us for our gatherings, or join us in prayer 

or in Spirit.  Wednesday Night Alive (WNA) will have an added festive 

feel.  During WNA I will be teaching my Advent Study based on Matt 

Rawle’s fascinating study, “The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding 

Faith in the Story of the Grinch.”  That’s right, Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch!  

Join us on any of our December Wednesdays for this rich study of 

the Grinch’s unusually small heart that became a growing heart, 

thanks to Christmas.  We’re revisiting this Advent what makes for a 

healthy heart and a growing heart that treasures what Jesus was 

born to treasure!  We will ponder how Advent is full of expectation, 

with a rich Word to share about Jesus’ Coming.  We will celebrate 

the heart of those who made the first Christmas happen, who       

ushered in Jesus’ 1st Coming as the Babe of Bethlehem.  We’ll    

consider together how our hearts are doing, what they treasure, and 

how they can grow and keep growing.  My Advent preaching will  
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“Pastor’s Letter” continued from p. 1 

center upon “The Heart of Advent.”  

Our observance of a Holy Advent will prepare us for a Joyous Christmas! 

Please plan to join us on Christmas Eve, December 24, for most special and 

sacred worship that begins at 7 pm with Special Music chosen for this Holy 

Night.  The Special Music will be followed by a Service of Lessons and Carols, so that we may take 

in and celebrate again the Wondrous Christmas Story and make room again for our Lord Jesus 

Christ, our newborn King! 

My prayers are with you for a Blessed Advent and 

a Merry Christmas! 

        In Christ’s Love, 

             Pastor Doug 
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A NOTE FROM THE  

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 

Thank you to everyone who provides financial gifts for the ministries of 

John Wesley United Methodist Church. This year, December 28th will be 

the last time we have the opportunity to place offerings in the plate at 

Church to be reflected on your 2025 Giving Statement. Many of our     

congregants mail their contributions to the church office or give            

electronically through VANCO. It would be most helpful if any              

contributions you wish to have reflected on your 2025 Giving Statement 

are mailed early enough to reach the Church Office by Friday, December 26th. If you are giving 

electronically, please remember that there is a two-day transaction period, so these gifts as well 

should be made by Friday, December 26th so that they will post by Tuesday, December 30th for 

credit in this calendar year. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me      

(301-730-7997), and again, thank you for your continued financial support of the ministries of  

John Wesley United Methodist Church. May each of you and those you love have a blessed      

Advent and Christmas season! 

  ~ Sheila Collins, Financial Secretary 
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BLESSING OTHERS BY SHARING OUR LOVE 
Our John Wesley UMC family and friends are joyfully  

generous with others in our community throughout the 

year. We have been asked to help provide STUFFED 

STOCKINGS for 25 boys and girls with age appropriate 

gifts for 3-4 year olds, 5-6 year olds and 7-8 year olds. 

Visit the display in the Sanctuary to choose the stocking 

stuffers you will like to sponsor. Your stocking stuffer    

donations need to be returned by Sunday, December 7th. 

Grocery gift cards will be accepted up until Sunday,      

December 14th for Christmas food. Thank you for    

prayerfully considering what you can do to help others have a joyous holiday 

season. Sheila is happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Don’t forget two special post-Christmas opportunities! 
We join with other downtown churches in hosting the Houses of Worship Tour on Friday afternoon, December 
26th from 3-6:30 pm. Please join to tour Hagerstown, and/or you are welcome to join our Hospitality Team as 
we host. 
And then our Youth Families will lead a Coffee Serving Station at the New Year’s Eve Krumpe’s Donut Drop 
at Meritus Park the early evening of New Year’s Eve, December 31 starting at 5:00 pm. The Team would love 
to have you come join them to serve. Happy New Year! 
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SHARING TEAM 
 

Sharing Team met in November.  Things are gearing up for the          

upcoming Christmas events and activities. 

 The final date for donations to the Hat and Glove collection for 

Head Start of Washington County is December 1. 

 The Christmas Gift Ministry program through the Salvation Army is 

currently underway.  Christmas gifts and donations are due in on 

December 7.  

 Supper Club’s annual Christmas Caroling Sing Along event will be held Saturday,  

December 13 @ 2:00 pm with a covered dish luncheon, followed by the singing of  

our favorite carols and accompanied by Stephen Pompa. 

 Wednesday Night Alive activities continue, starting at 6:00 with a meal, followed by 

worship and small group programming. (WNA) 

 Micah’s Backpacks is currently delivering 20 bags each week to Ruth Ann Monroe 

School.  The WCARC volunteers have been a big help.  The next food pick up will be 

Dec. 11.  Deb is looking for help in unloading. 

 Lunches with Love, spearheaded by Janessa Chapman, continues to distribute about 

65 lunches every Sunday.  She could use some volunteers after church to help pack 

and deliver. 

 Kitchen Committee is reminding users of the kitchen to let them know when       

something is broken, missing or needs purchased.  Also please make sure you sign 

up if you plan to use the kitchen. 

 Coffee Fellowship will be held on December 14, hosted by UMW Susanna Circle. 

 John Wesley is once again sponsoring a lamp post (hopefully the one at the corner of 

N. Potomac and W. Franklin St.)  through the BISFA Holiday Lamp Post Campaign. 

 The Houses of Worship Tour will be held again this year on December 26, 3-6:30 pm, 

with John Wesley participating.  We need several volunteers to act as greeters and 

docents, sharing info about our church. 

 The Youth and Young Adult groups plan to participate in the annual Krumpe’s Donut 

Drop on December 31, giving out coffee. 

There will be no Sharing Team meeting in December.  The next Sharing Team meeting will be 

January 2026.  Anyone is welcome to join and share at these meetings.  Meetings are held via 

Zoom. 

Have a very blessed Christmas season! 

Barb & Greg Hoover 
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JWUMC SUPPER CLUB 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
SING-ALONG 

Saturday, December 13 

2:00 pm 
JWUMC Supper Club will be hosting an old-fashioned Christmas Caroling Sing-Along on   

Saturday, December 13, starting at 2:00 pm in the Social Hall for a covered dish luncheon.  

Chicken and drinks will be provided.  Bring a dish or dessert to share.  

After the meal, there will be a time for fellowship, followed by the singing of our favorite carols, 

where you get to pick the Christmas songs you want to sing.  We will be accompanied by our 

own Stephen Pompa, who may also share a few special arrangements of our favorite carols.  

This should be a relaxing afternoon of good food, good music and good fellowship.  Plan to join 

us in the Social Hall on Saturday, December 13 at 2:00 pm.  All are invited, invite a friend, a     

relative, or anybody else you think might benefit from “a little bit of down time,” and a nice way to 

get your Christmas season started.  Join us for an afternoon of “seasonal fellowship.”  

Plan to join us!  Be sure to let us know by December 8 if you are planning to attend so we have 

enough seating and food. 

Either call or email the church office:    301-733-0391       jwumcmd@yahoo.com    

or Barb & Greg Hoover:     301-797-5157       bhoov72@aol.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Sign me up for the JWUMC Supper Club!  

Saturday, December 13th at 2:00 

 A Supper Club Christmas Event 

 

Name:    _________________________________________________________ 

 

# of people:  _______________________________ 

Please return in the offering plate or call the church office. See you then! 

mailto:jwumcmd@yahoo.com
mailto:bhoov72@aol.com
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OUR INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 
 

 If the Snow Emergency Plan (link is https://chart.maryland.gov/ 
SnowEmergencyPlan/GetSnowEmergencyPlan) is in effect at 7:00 
am on Sunday morning, both Sunday School and Worship  
Service are canceled.  

 You may also tune into WJEJ radio @ 1240AM or 104.3FM for  
announcements, check our Facebook page, or our website at         
www.jw-umc.org.  

 If the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect at 5:00 pm on a         
weeknight, all meetings/rehearsals are canceled.  

 When schools are closed, the church office will be closed as well.  
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The Sounds of John Wesley is an ongoing capital campaign for keeping 

the organ in pristine condition.   

We recently had some issues with the organ that caused the combination 

action component to fail.  The combination action controls the organ  

stops, and therefore the different tones and volume.   

We have signed a contract to replace the complete relay and combination action system with a 

new, upgraded system.  The new system will also give us options we did not previously have on 

our organ.  The total cost of this upgrade is $45,500.00 and won’t be completed until 2026.   

The downpayment has been made.  We will still need about $18,000.00 to cover the complete 

cost.  There are Sounds of John Wesley envelopes, designated for the organ, included with your 

monthly giving envelopes.  Please consider using them.  And if you might be considering giving 

an end-of-the-year gift, maybe consider designating it to the Sounds of John Wesley organ fund. 

We thank the congregation for your prayers, your commitment, and your generosity to keep our 

magnificent organ in quality condition. Our organ is part of the legacy of John Wesley United   

Methodist Church.   

“Whatever you do, do all things to the glory of God.”  

Barbara Hoover 

for The Sounds of John Wesley UMC Task Force 

THE SOUNDS OF JOHN WESLEY 
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1st:   Gloria Donat 

2nd:  James Snurr 

3rd: Michel Pujazon 

4th:   Jack Mesner 

5th:   Tracy Morgan  

         Histon Tolbert 

6th:   Ben Guessford 

10th:  Shayla Morgan 

11th:  Carol Behan 

13th: Fred O’Neal 

14th:  Martin O’Connor 

15th:  Evelyn Donley 

17th: Lisa Fennel 

18th:  Owen Mesner 

 Krista Wagner 

(If your birthday or anniversary is this month and does not appear on this list or       
appears incorrectly,  please call the church office  or email us at jwumcmd@yahoo.com 

and let us know.  Thank you!) 

18th: Jill Will 

19th:  Michael Rowan 

20th:  Wendy Chapin 

 Joanna Suddueth 

23rd   Tina Snurr 

          Christopher Stone 

24th:  Gregory Eckard 

25th:  Marilyn Galley 

          Pat Hansford  

          Jonathan Kresge 

30th:  Bob Bell 

 

 

 
 

22nd:  John & Carole Keyser  

26th:  Jeremy & Lori Baugh-

Our prayers and sympathy are               extended to the family and friends of: 
 

           Joan Shaw                                   Carol Divelbiss 
      who passed away on                                      who passed away on 
          October 22, 2025                                            October 31, 2025 
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WEDNESDAYS ADVENT STUDY 

We have an opportunity to engage in a 4-week Advent Season Zoom      

discussion (Meeting ID: 828 4006 3526  Passcode: 404756  Phone: 301-

715-8592) each Wednesday evening from 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm            

beginning November 19. Please join us!!!! 

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story  

of the Grinch” by Matt Rawle 

Join Pastor Doug and enthusiastic learners like yourself for a fun and rich 

study of Jesus’ Advent at Christmas, all through the eyes of Doctor Seuss’ 

The Grinch.  This study by Matt Rawle, like all of his studies, with draw 

from popular culture to deepen our Biblical understanding, this time to explore the rich meanings 

of Advent. It will be a joy to see how Advent comes to life through one of our most beloved and 

infamous Christmas characters.  Let us again share in the power of Jesus’ Coming as the Babe of 

Bethlehem and how He continues to come among us, with help (God help us!) from the Grinch! 

The study will take place on Wednesdays, during Wednesday Night Alive at 7:00 pm beginning on 

Wednesday, November 19, and will continue in December on December 3, 10, and 17 in the  

Conference Room and streaming online. The remaining sessions                                                                

are: 

2. When Christmas Isn’t Christmas  – December 3 

3. When Light Shines – December 10 

4. When Joy Is Our Song – December 17 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

If you would like to place altar flowers on the altar for 
2026, please reserve through the church office.  
Please fill out the form below or contact Karen in the 
office.  The cost is $60. 
 

  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —-  —   —  — 

  

Date of flowers placed:   _____________________________________________________ 

In Memory/Honor of (circle one): 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by: _________________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone number: ______________________________________________________ 



 

 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE! 
 

We hope you will join us this Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24 at  

7:00 pm for our Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols.  Our celebration 

will begin at 7:00 pm with beautiful Christmas music led by our Chancel Choir 

and our Director of Music Ministry, Stephen Pompa.  It will then continue with 

the Christmas Story in lessons and carols!  We will conclude with “Silent Night” and candlelight to 

honor the Newborn Jesus, laid in a manger, Emmanuel, God with us, the Prince of Peace and 

King of Kings! 

If you cannot join us in person, please join our Live stream online.  We will enjoy and be richly 

blessed by our together in-person or in Spirit on this most Holy Night. 

Micah’s Backpacks has had a very successful start to the school year, and we are 

now delivering 20 bags a week to Ruth Ann Monroe. 

Every other week a group of 3-5 volunteers from ARC of Washington County come 

in to help pack the bags. This energetic group packs approximately 40 bags every 

visit and are a very valuable asset to the program. They are also a wonderful group of people to work 

with. 

For over 10 years, Micah’s Backpacks has been an extremely successful mission project at John Wesley. 

Thank you to everyone who has made it possible to send a bag full of food home with twenty young    

children every weekend. You are all greatly appreciated! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Wilson Wright Circle I 

NEWS FROM MICAH’S BACKPACK 
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My Thoughts – A Peek Inside 
 

This past year, I had the privilege to work with the Leadership Team under the    
guidance of Jim Fritsch who has decided to step down.  John Wesley has been 
blessed by his prophetic warnings and his sense of fair guidance as we lived in the 
present, but looked to the future.  MANY thanks to Jim!  
 
The spirit is beginning to move again at JW in new and innovative ways.  Curious?  Just ask 
Janessa and Linda about the Thanksgiving meal.  Therefore, I’m asking you to stay current by   
reading your emails, newsletters and bulletin inserts as the spirit doesn’t always give us 30 days   
advanced notice.   



 

Attendance & Offering Report 
 

Date In-person Online Total Attendance  Total Offering 

Nov. 2  53  -  53  $ 1,494.74 

Nov. 9  46  2  48  2,431.32 

Nov. 16  36  2  38  1,035.20 

Nov. 23  44  -  44  1,205.20 
 

                                     ~ Blessings,   Sheila & Sherry 
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CANDLES THAT TELL A STORY 
 

Lighting its candles each Sunday is a treasured tradition during the four 

weeks of Advent. 

Depending on denomination, churches use different color combinations 

for the candles. Some place four blue candles around the wreath with a 

white one in the center, while others use all white. Many light purple 

candles on the first two Sundays, pink on the third, purple again on the 

fourth, and then a large white candle on Christmas Eve or Christmas 

Day. 

Each part of the wreath carries symbolic meaning: 

Å The wreath: Its circular shape represents the everlasting love of God, having        

no beginning or end. The green symbolizes eternal life. 

Å The four candles: Mark the four weeks of Advent. One tradition says that each candle 

also represents 1,000 years, totaling 4,000 years from Adam and Eve to Christ’s birth. 

Å The purple candles: In ancient times, was expensive and was considered the color 

of royalty and kings. On Christmas, Christ is proclaimed King of Kings. Purple also     

symbolizes humility and penitence. The first purple candle represents Hope; the second, 

Peace; and the final purple candle, Love. 

Å The pink candle: Lit on the third Sunday, it represents Joy and marks the halfway 

point of Advent. 

Å The white candle: The large white candle in the center is the Christ candle. Its light 

symbolizes Christ the Savior — “the light of the world.” 

The beauty and brightness from the glow of all five candles is a reminder that Christ’s life was the 

light for all earth’s people — “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 

it” (John 1:5, NRSV). 

The Advent wreath is more than just greenery and candles—it’s a symbol of watchfulness and 

growing joy as Christmas draws near. 
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3rd: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

3rd: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

3rd: 6:30pm, WNA Worship 

3rd: 7:00pm, WNA Programming 

3rd:  7:00pm, HLW - “Grinch” #2 

4th: 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast 

4th: 2:30pm, Zoom Meditations 

4th: 6:00pm, HUB Strategy (Otterbein) 

7th: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages 

7th: 10:30am, Advent 2 Worship 

7th: 11:00am, Lunches with Love 

10th: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

10th: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

10th: 6:30pm, WNA Worship 

10th: 7:00pm, WNA Programming 

10th:  7:00pm, HLW - “Grinch” #3 

11th: 10:00am, Poinsettias Delivered 

11th: 10:45am, Food Bank Delivered 

11th: 2:30pm, Zoom Meditations 

13th: 2:00pm, Christmas Supper Club 

14th: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages 

14th: 10:00am, Coffee Fellowship 

14th: 10:30am, Advent 3 Worship 

14th: 11:00am, Lunches with Love 

15th:          Partner deadline 

16th: 6:00pm, Wilson Wright Circle 

17th: 10:00am, Susanna Circle 

17th: 5:15pm, Choir Rehearsal 

17th: 6:00pm, WNA Dinner 

17th: 6:30pm, WNA Worship 

17th: 7:00pm, WNA Programming 

17th:  7:00pm, HLW - “Grinch” #4 

18th: 2:30pm, Zoom Meditations 

21st: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages 

21st: 10:30am, Advent 4 Worship 

HISTORIC HOUSES OF  
WORSHIP TOUR 

 

John Wesley UMC will be participating in The   

Historic Hagerstown Houses of Worship Tour 

again this year. The tour will be held Friday, Dec. 

26 from 3-6:30 pm (snow date December 27). 

This is a wonderful opportunity to visit other     

houses of worship, see the interiors, learn about 

the architecture and ecumenical heritage, enjoy 

the beauty of their sanctuary, and just share the 

joy of the Christmas season with others. 

We need people to be onsite to act as greeters 

and docents, sharing information about our church. 

If you can give an hour or two of your time to    

welcome visitors to our sanctuary on the 26th, 

please call the church office.   

21st: 11:00am, Lunches with Love 

24th: 7:00pm, Christmas Eve Service 

25th:               Church Office Closed 

26th:               Church Office Closed 

26th: 3:00pm, Houses of Worship Tour 

28th: 9:00am, Sunday School for all ages 

28th: 10:30am, Sunday Worship 

28th: 11:00am, Lunches with Love 

31st: 5:00pm, Krumpe’s Donut Drop 
 

The church office may experience some        

vacation time during the week in between 

Christmas and New Year’s. Please be patient 

when calling the office.  
 

** Pastor Doug will be on vacation Tuesday,  

December 27th through January 4th. ** 
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129 N. Potomac Street 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 

301-733-0391 

www.jw-umc.org 

jwumcmd@yahoo.com 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

JOHN WESLEY  UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH  

DECEMBER  2025 

 PARTNER 
VISION STATEMENT:  

“We strive to be a Christ Centered Church, advancing the Kingdom of God  

by nurturing and ministering to all peoples.” 
 

MISSION STATEMENT:  

“Our Mission is to make disciples for Jesus Christ through:  Vibrant Worship, Christian  

Fellowship, Spiritual Growth, Loving Service, and the Sharing of God’s Word.ò 


